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Parkland hosts discussions about racism
Photo by Scott  Wells | The Prospectus 
Artist Ann Coddington sets up her work in the Giertz Gallery on Feb. 12, 2016. The show, “Light and Form ,” runs from Feb. 15 through March 29.
Scott  Barnes 
Staff  Writer
On Thursday, March 3 
from 6- 9 p.m. there will be a 
screening of the fi lm “Racial 
Taboo,” in the cafeteria of 
Parkland College, located in 
the U Wing. The event is being 
sponsored by the Parkland 
College Honors Program. 
The movie is being shown in 
an effort to raise awareness 
about race related issues 
and to provide a platform for 
an open conversation about 
race on campus. There will 
be round table discussions 
following the screening. 
It is not a coincidence that 
the screening of this fi lm will 
happen at a time when the 
topic of race is still fresh in 
the minds of students. It is a 
timely event meant to keep 
the conversation about race 
going and bring to light the 
adversity many students deal 
with in regards to ethnicity. 
The Director of the 
Parkland Honors Program, 
Marsh Jones, is part of a 
group who is responsible for 
making this event possible. 
Jones explained that he thinks 
having an open discussion is 
an effective way to cultivate 
compassion and combat 
racism. 
“As a history professor, 
I understand and I believe 
in the idea of getting the 
history out there so that 
people understand how we 
got where we are,” Jones 
said. “Secondly, I think it’s 
great, the idea of trying to get 
a discussion going and people 
being straight forward about 
the issue of racism. I think 
probably, for most people, 
that’s a hard conversation 
to have. I think it’s a great 
opportunity to have the fi lm 
as a sort of jumping off point 
to help us do that.” 
There will be two other 
opportunities for the 
conversation to continue in 
addition to the discussion that 
will take place immediately 
following the screening on 
March 3.  These events will 
take place in Room U140 on 
Tuesday, March 15 at noon 
and Thursday, April 7 at 6 
p.m. All of the discussions 
are open to the public and 
individuals will be randomly 
assigned to a group upon 
arrival. Each group will be 
assigned a leader who will be 
selected beforehand. 
Associate Professor, 
Counselor, and Director of 
the Black Student Success 
Project, Donna Tanner-
Harold, is responsible for 
selecting individuals to 
lead the discussions. She 
explained how she is going 
about that process. 
“I’ve sought out a few 
people that I think will be good 
facilitators, others have been 
referred, and I am posting 
announcements asking for 
volunteers,” Tanner-Harold 
said. “I am looking for people 
that might be interested in 
the topic, are assertive, have 
the ability to respect, work 
with, and engage diverse 
populations, and have the 
ability to listen.” 
There has been a lot of 
racial tension in the media 
domestically, as well as 
internationally, as of late 
and it seems that racism is 
an issue that students are 
eager to talk about. Natasha 
Stone is a Parkland student 
who is majoring in biological 
sciences. She explained that, 
although racism does exist, 
she thinks that the issue is 
glorifi ed by and perhaps 
exaggerated by the media. 
“The biggest problem that I 
see is media picking out things 
and trying to make things 
seem one sided,” Stone said. 
“With that, they’re causing us 
to fi ght amongst each other so 
that media and politics don’t 
really get watched as closely 
as they should be.”
She agrees that there 
should be an open discussion 
but participants should be 
careful to remain civil. 
“It will probably become 
an intense conversation, 
due to personal feelings and 
experiences,” Stone said. 
Students interested 
in attending the event 
or participating in the 
conversation can fi nd out more 
by visiting Tanner-Harold 
in the counseling advising 
center or by contacting the 
Parkland Honors Program. 
Graphic courtesy of  racialtaboo.com
Parkland College is hosting a screening of the fi lm “Racial Taboo” in Parkland College’s Café 
on Thursday, March 3 from 6- 9 p.m.
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Augmented Reality Sandbox 
gives geography students enhanced perspective
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Matt Moss
Staff Writer
Two-dimensional becomes 
three-dimensional with 
Parkland natural sciences’ 
Augmented Reality 
Sandbox, providing students 
with a tangible—and 
moldable—representation 
of geographical figures that 
would normally appear only 
on paper or a computer 
screen.
Using the sandbox, students 
can create miniature canyons, 
mountains, islands, and so on. 
A sensor then measures the 
height of the faux landscape 
in the bed below, and sends 
that information to its 
onboard computer.
A projector then casts 
an elevation map upon the 
sand. The result is a colorful 
display that creates a three-
dimensional representation 
of the two-dimensional land 
and water elevation maps one 
would find in an atlas.
The sandbox is dynamic; 
as the sand is changed by 
students, the projected 
elevation map changes with 
it automatically.
The sandbox sits in L-217, 
where geology instructor 
Julie Angel teaches. She says 
it is a useful tool in presenting 
elevation and elevation 
change, giving students a 
new perspective on two-
dimensional elevation maps.
“When you have a 
topographic map, it is a flat, 
two-dimensional map that…
has…contour lines,” Angel 
said. “Those contour lines help 
us understand how the land 
rises and falls...as a beginner, 
to look at those maps and try 
to…see the third dimension 
that those lines are trying to 
show us is really difficult.”
The sandbox not only 
gives students an enhanced 
perspective on elevation 
maps, but allows them to 
actively modify—build up 
or erode—a landscape. They 
are able to mimic the forces 
of nature, which change the 
face of the earth over eons, 
in mere seconds, albeit on a 
much smaller scale.
The Augmented Reality 
Sandbox is a novel application 
of existing technology. Its 
fundamental components 
are a bed of sand, a standard 
desktop computer with a 
high-grade graphics card, 
and a projector coupled with 
a Microsoft Xbox 360 motion 
sensor and mounted above.
The sandbox makes use of 
a computer unit that Parkland 
had on hand, meaning the 
only addition necessary to it 
was the advanced graphics 
card required to handle 
the extremely demanding 
software. The projector 
is also ordinary, like the 
kind familiar to most every 
Parkland student.
The sand is a unique type, 
which lends itself to being 
more malleable or packable 
than regular sand like the 
kind you would find on a beach 
or a typical recreational 
sandbox. Introduce a bit of 
water, and the sand becomes 
comparable to the wet snow.
The software used is open 
source—available for free 
on the Internet. It includes 
powerful physics equations 
in its coding, allowing for 
complex functions like 
calculating digital water to 
flow down a physical sand 
structure in real time.
The entire unit, fashioned 
from wood and about the 
height of a man-and-a-half, 
is mobile and can be wheeled 
around through elbow grease 
alone. The sand bed itself is 
around navel-height on the 
average person.
Unfortunately, the 
projector mounting stands 
mere inches too tall, and 
the sand bed mere inches 
too wide, to fit through the 
typical Parkland classroom 
door. This means the 
projector mounting must be 
detached, and the bed must 
be emptied and dismantled—
or the room’s door must be 
removed from its frame—
for the sandbox to be moved 
from classroom to classroom.
According to Digital Trends, 
the concept was devised in 
conjunction between the 
University of California Los 
Angeles and the University of 
California Davis. At the time 
of their report, UCLA was the 
only educational institution 
with the technology available 
to its students.
Since then, the idea has 
exploded around the world. 
Angel states that numerous 
educational institutions now 
have their own units.
The layout of the sandbox 
at Parkland is almost 
Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Associate professor Juile Angel describes the Augmented Reality Sandbox in L217 on 
Friday, Feb. 12, 2015. This new technology can give Parkland students a 3D view of how 
landforms change and move. 
Peter Floess 
Staff Writer  
Earlier this year, two 
Parkland students, Huizi Hu 
and Richard Kumbi, received 
writing awards. Hu, who 
won the McDonald Writer’s 
Challenge for her essay titled 
“The Power of Novels,” and 
Kumbi, who won the Faculty’s 
Choice Writing Award for 
his essay titled “The Value 
of a Liberal Education for 
a Successful and Satisfying 
Career,” both demonstrated 
strong writing qualities that 
set their writing samples 
above the rest. 
 “The committee values the 
sorts of standard qualities 
that we aim to teach students: 
display of strong critical 
thinking, organization, 
cohesiveness, precise 
wording, grammatical and 
mechanical correctness, 
and so on,” said Seth 
Mendelowitz, committee 
chair for the McDonald 
Writer’s Challenge Award. 
“The McDonald Writer’s 
Award should be received by 
an essay that displays unique 
perspective and/or problem-
solving, that doesn’t simply 
offer predictable arguments 
or observations, and that 
possesses a strong sense of 
voice.”
The McDonald Writer’s 
Challenge Award, founded 
by Diana McDonald, was for 
the purpose of sharing her 
greatest pleasure (teaching 
English as a Second Language 
classes). She wanted to share 
the learning process with 
students as they began to think 
analytically and objectively 
about ideas, events, culture, 
and themselves. 
“I have watched many 
students struggle with their 
drafts to finally satisfy me 
and themselves with what 
they had produced,” said 
McDonald. “I wished then 
I could reward them with 
something more than a grade. 
Hence, I created the Writer’s 
Challenge Award.” 
Mendelowitz believes 
that Hu’s essay shows the 
items that he values in a 
well-written essay.  “She 
continually plays off of some 
opposite assumption,” said 
Medolowitz. “She explains 
that growing up in China, 
textbooks were considered 
useful, while novels were 
considered to be a distraction 
to one’s studies.”
Hu began studying English 
in kindergarten. She believes 
to be a good writer, a person 
must be confident and think 
carefully about their topic. 
She is currently reading a 
novel called “Empresses in 
the Palace.” Hu says the novel 
tells the story of “the emperor 
and empresses in Qing 
dynasty. It’s a great novel that 
reveals how empresses lived 
in a feudal society.”
Dr. Sue Kuykendall is the 
chair of the committee for 
the Faculty’s Choice Writing 
Award says the committee 
was “looking for student 
work that not only met all the 
basic criteria for successful 
writing – logical organization, 
full development, absence 
of errors – but also 
demonstrated the ability to 
articulate a strong position on 
a topic, explain surrounding 
issues, examine and critique 
assumptions, draw logical 
Parkland students receive writing awards 
Photo courtesy of Parkland 
College
Parkland student Richard 
Kumpi  received  the 
Faculty’s Choice Writing 
Award for his essay titled 
“The Value of a Liberal 
Education for a Successful 
and Satisfying Career.”
SEE SAND PAGE 5
SEE AWARD PAGE 5
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HUMAN
OF PARKLAND
Clifton Maurice
Sarah Powers
Staff Writer
“My name is Clifton 
Maurice Butler III. I am a 
junior in college, double 
majoring in psychology 
and computer science. 
Simply put, I am 
currently a student 
at Parkland because I 
cannot handle the mental 
and psychological strain 
of previous university 
life. My race has made 
me feel ostracized; 
and social anxiety and 
depression have worn 
me thin. My journey 
to Parkland is one that 
was made possible due 
to racism and mental 
illness.
I am a black male. 
I have always been a 
black male. I will, in all 
likelihood, forever be a 
black male. However, it 
was not until sixth grade 
that I realized just how 
much of a black male 
that I am. Prior to the 
age of eleven, I had 
spent majority of my 
life in predominantly 
white, suburban 
neighborhoods and 
schools. And while I 
had certainly faced 
racism by this point, I 
still maintained a fair 
amount of comfort in 
myself as a person. In 
sixth grade I moved to 
Joliet and faced a new 
town, a new school, 
and greater issues of 
race. For the next seven 
years, until I headed 
to college, I endured 
an environment that 
refused to acknowledge 
me as a human. 
I was never just 
a student, friend, or 
person. I was always 
a black student, black 
friend, or black person. 
I am prideful in my race, 
so this in and of itself is 
not an issue. Instead, 
the people around me 
that incessantly beat 
antiblackness into my 
head were the problem. 
Not a day went passed 
where I did not feel 
alienated because of my 
race. Sure, there were a 
handful of black kids in 
my schools. But being 
in all honors and AP 
classes meant that I was 
often the only black kid 
in my class. My white 
peers, who made sure 
everyday that I was 
aware of my skin color, 
forced me to become 
conscious of my race 
and to take note of my 
differences.
The ostracization 
[sic] I faced in middle 
school and high school 
has led to anxiety issues 
that still plague my 
collegiate career. Upon 
entering university, I 
realized how frightening 
it was to be around 
scores of white people. 
In high school, white 
people represented an 
entity that, knowingly 
or unknowingly, sought 
to critique my every 
move and attribute it to 
my race. Phrases such 
as “you’re the smartest 
SEE HOP PAGE 5
Michael Melia
Associated Press
STORRS, Conn. (AP) — 
The standard textbook for 
Fundamentals of General 
Chemistry I at the University 
of Connecticut has a list price 
of $303. For students who use 
the version professor Edward 
Neth is preparing for the fall 
semester, the cost will be zero.
An early adopter of open 
source textbooks, Neth said he 
turned to the new technology 
out of frustration with 
spiraling prices of commercial 
textbooks.
“It’s seeing the costs go up 
every semester and almost 
feeling powerless,” Neth said.
Universities and state 
governments are lining up 
behind the cause as a way to 
make college more affordable. 
The open textbooks, produced 
with publicly available 
material, are issued to 
students for free or a small 
fraction of the hundreds of 
dollars they typically spend 
annually on books.
The movement has made 
rapid gains over the past year, 
often driven by students, 
such as UConn activists who 
sparked a campaign that 
led to state legislation last 
year endorsing open-source 
materials.
But commercial texts won’t 
go the way of chalkboards 
anytime soon. Proponents say 
hurdles include awareness 
among faculty members and 
the still-limited availability of 
material for courses that go 
beyond introductory levels.
The driving concern has 
been costs so high that many 
students report skipping 
some book purchases. The 
annual cost of books and 
supplies for a college student 
is about $1,200, according 
to the College Board, and a 
survey released this month 
by the Student PIRGs (Public 
Interest Research Groups) 
advocacy group found 30 
percent of respondents used 
financial aid to buy books.
The open textbooks are 
assembled with material 
that is available in the public 
domain or through a Creative 
Commons license, which 
allows for the use of a billion 
works that are otherwise 
copyrighted.
Oluwatoyin Akinnusotu, 
a UConn senior and PIRG 
member involved in the 
campaign to promote open 
textbooks, said it grew out 
of student frustrations with 
costs.
“Students always were 
complaining about it,” he said.
Tidewater Community 
College in Norfolk, Virginia, 
set out in fall 2013 to become 
the first school to offer a 
degree program built entirely 
on open-source materials, for 
an associate of science degree 
in business administration.
Instructors initially had to 
develop their own content 
to fill large gaps, professor 
Linda S. Williams said, but the 
amount of quality material 
has since grown dramatically 
as U.S. federal agencies and 
private foundations have 
required grant recipients to 
make their work available for 
broad usage.
The open-source approach 
can make more work for faculty 
members, who are constantly 
revising content and updating 
courses, Williams said, but it 
also has been easier to align 
reading material with areas 
of instruction. And students 
have deeply appreciated the 
effort.
“The student reaction has 
been really overwhelming,” 
she said.
David Anderson, executive 
director for higher education 
at the Association of American 
Publishers, said the industry 
is already shifting from print 
to digital in a change that will 
bring down student costs.
Open textbooks will 
coexist with, but not replace, 
commercial textbooks, he 
said, noting that instructors’ 
demands vary widely and 
developing open-source 
materials involve costs, too.
“A big issue for the open 
source movement has been its 
sustainability. And that’s one of 
the reasons you’re seeing a lot 
of legislation about it because 
they are looking basically to 
the taxpayer,” he said. “It goes 
back to professors and what 
they see as being important.”
As they transition to digital, 
Anderson said, commercial 
publishers will appeal to 
professors as they develop 
learning platforms that 
include quizzes, tests and 
games that give students real-
time feedback.
More than a dozen states 
have pursued legislation 
related to open textbooks, 
and U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, 
an Illinois Democrat, has 
proposed a federal grant 
program to expand the use 
of open textbooks. The laws 
passed by states include 
unfunded mandates to study 
and promote open texts, as in 
Connecticut, and a California 
law creating an incentive fund 
to reward efforts to adopt open 
educational resources. A 2015 
Arkansas law requires use of 
open resources at University 
of Arkansas eVersity, an 
online institution.
At UConn, Neth received 
a grant from the student 
government to take an open 
chemistry textbook developed 
by OpenStax, a nonprofit at 
Rice University, and adapt 
it for the teaching approach 
he uses. When it’s completed 
students will be able to receive 
an electronic version for free 
or pay about $50 for a hard 
copy.
Open-source textbooks gain traction 
in push for college affordability 
Photo by Michael Melia | AP Photo
In this Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2016 photo, professor Edward 
Neth poses for a photo in his office at the University of 
Connecticut in Storrs, Conn. The standard textbook for 
Fundamentals of General Chemistry at UConn has a list 
price of $303. For students who use the version that Neth 
is preparing from publicly available material for the fall 
semester, the cost will be zero. 
Alejandra Cancino
The Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — When 
Debra Aldridge became her 
grandson’s primary caregiver, 
she was making $7.50 per hour 
as a cook. The alternative for 
the newborn, she was told, was 
to put him up for adoption.
“I took one look at the little 
fella, and that was it,” said 
Aldridge, now 62. “I couldn’t 
let go.”
For more than 11 years, 
Aldridge, who is divorced and 
lives in Chicago, has struggled 
to feed, house and clothe her 
“baby,” Mario. As she ages, 
Aldridge sinks deeper into 
poverty.
Nationwide, 2.7 million 
grandparents are raising 
grandchildren, and about one-
fifth of those have incomes 
that fall below the poverty 
line, according to census 
figures.
Their ranks are increasing. 
The number of grandparents 
raising grandchildren is up 7 
percent from 2009. Experts say 
the trend is likely to continue 
as the nation responds to the 
opiate epidemic. Military 
deployment and a growth 
in the number of women 
incarcerated are other factors 
forcing grandparents to step 
into parental roles.
Already, child welfare 
agencies are reporting an 
increase in the number of 
children, especially infants, 
taken from parents battling 
drug addictions and mental 
health issues. After years of 
declines, children in foster 
care rose by nearly 1 percent 
in 2013 and by 3.5 percent in 
2014 to more than 415,000.
The increase comes as 
states are placing more foster 
children with relatives in 
response to research showing 
that children fare better with 
family rather than in foster 
care.
There is an economic 
incentive, too. Generations 
United, a nonprofit that 
advocates for “kinship 
families,” says taxpayers 
would see significant savings 
by keeping children out of 
foster care and placing them 
with relatives.
But at the same time, 
the group says there is no 
comprehensive framework 
to keep these kinship families 
stable. Crucial programs, 
such as legal services and 
support groups, “exist only in 
small pockets of the country,” 
it said.
Those support services are 
something many grandparents 
raising grandchildren need. 
Many are living on fixed 
incomes and managing 
chronic illnesses. About a 
quarter of grandparents 
raising grandchildren have a 
disability.
“People who step forward, 
step forward because there 
is a crisis in their family and 
apparently don’t take into 
account their own limitations,” 
said Esme Fuller-Thomson, a 
professor of social work at the 
University of Toronto, who 
has researched grandparent 
caregiving in the United 
States.
Maria Nanos, executive 
director of the Center for Law 
and Social Work in Chicago, said 
that when the state is involved, 
grandparents receive free 
legal help from the center, but 
informal caregivers navigate 
guardianship on their own. 
The center usually receives 
funds from the state’s 
Department of Aging to help 
those grandparents. But 
Illinois has operated without 
a budget since July, so the 
center has not received the 
money this fiscal year.
“We have to turn people 
down,” Nanos said.
Some states offer financial 
aid for informal kinship 
families.
In Georgia, grandparents 
More grandparents taking on 
parental role for grandchildren 
Photo by Charles Rex Arbogast | AP Photo
In this Jan. 29, 2016, photo, Debra Aldridge, right, poses 
for a portrait with her grandson, Mario Hendricks, at her 
home on Chicago’s South Side. Nationwide, there are 2.7 
million grandparents raising grandchildren. About a fifth 
have incomes that fall below the poverty line, according the 
Census figures. More grandparents are taking on the role of 
parents for their grandkids, as social service agencies try to 
place foster children in so-called kinship families.
SEE GRAND PAGE 5
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Don Babwin
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) 
— A group of civil 
rights attorneys and 
others said Tuesday 
they have filed a court 
petition seeking to 
force Cook County 
State’s Attorney 
Anita Alvarez to hand 
over the prosecution 
and any further 
investigation involving 
the fatal shooting of 
black teenager Laquan 
McDonald to a special 
prosecutor.
The petition, which 
comes as Alvarez finds 
herself in the heat of 
a primary battle for 
her job in large part 
because of this case, 
contends that her ties 
to police force and the 
officers’ union raise 
serious questions about her ability 
and willingness to prosecute Officer 
Jason Van Dyke and perhaps charge 
other officers.
Alvarez has defended herself 
against harsh criticism from 
activists and others who wondered 
why it took more than a year to charge 
Van Dyke with first-degree murder, 
saying she handled the complicated 
case correctly and carefully.
Jim Bray, a spokesman for the 
attorneys from Northwestern 
University’s law school and the 
People’s Law Center and others, 
said that Alvarez’s ties to law 
enforcement amounts to a conflict 
of interest for her.
Van Dyke shot and killed 
McDonald on Oct. 20, 2014. 
McDonald was armed with a knife, 
but on now-famous video from a 
police car dashcam he seemed to be 
walking away from Van Dyke when 
the officer opened fire and shot him 
16 times.
Since the video’s release, 
McDonald’s death has been a 
focus of the national debate over 
gun violence and the treatment of 
African-Americans by the police. 
Protesters have turned the shooting 
into a rallying cry, their chants of 
“16 shots and a cover-up” becoming 
familiar as “I can’t breathe” did after 
a video in New York that showed 
Eric Garner being taken down by a 
police officer in a fatal chokehold.
The McDonald shooting has 
triggered a flurry of federal and local 
investigations of Van Dyke and other 
officers who were at the scene and 
officers who investigated it. At the 
same time, the shooting prompted 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
to launched a civil rights probe 
Group wants state’s attorney 
off Chicago fatal shooting case 
Photo by Patrick Kunzer | Daily Herald via AP
In this Feb. 1, 2016, photo Cook County State’s 
Attorney Anita Alvarez discusses the 2014 
Chicago police shooting of teenager Laquan 
McDonald as she meets with the Daily Herald 
Editorial Board at the Arlington Heights, 
Ill. The release of a squad car video of the 
shooting sparked citywide demonstrations 
with protesters alleging a cover-up and calling 
for the resignations of Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
and Alvarez. Alvarez has defended her office, 
saying such investigations take time. Emanuel 
has vowed to improve trust in the police 
department. 
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conclusions, and provide 
reasonable evidence for the 
position.” 
Kumpi’s essay offered 
meaningful discussion of 
the topic in a creative and 
compelling manner; it did 
not simply repeat obvious 
ideas.  “Beyond that, Richard 
created a voice in his 
essay, a sense of a persona 
behind the words, through 
consistency of personal 
style and unity of purpose,” 
said Kuykendall. 
An example of Kumpi’s 
voice is at the very beginning 
of his essay, where he uses 
a French proverb, that 
he describes as showing 
“that students need well-
structured knowledge, a well-
formed mind distinguished 
by the intelligence that 
enables them to think 
critically, to easily adapt 
to circumstances, and to 
quickly assimilate what 
they don’t know.” This was 
an excellent way to grab the 
reader’s attention. Kumpi 
uses of a proverb set his 
essay apart from many 
other essays on this topic 
and make the essay unique. 
Kumpi also interacts with 
sources; he does not just 
quote his sources or take 
their ideas at face value. One 
of his sources is a columnist 
from the “Northern Star” 
newspaper, Alyssa Pracz, 
who wrote an article titled 
“General Education Courses 
Are a Waste of Time and 
Money”. Kumpi writes that 
he feels her “position is 
illogical.”   
black person in school, 
which isn’t saying much,” 
often followed by laughter, 
characterized my troubled 
high school experiences with 
race. Thus, it was diffi cult to 
separate these experiences 
from the university climate. 
It is possible that, had I given 
the university a greater 
chance, my life on campus 
would have been just fi ne. 
But the faces and the micro 
aggressions were the same. 
That was enough for me. 
“I attended the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign for two years 
before succumbing to my 
anxiety and taking a semester 
off. I could not handle my 
fears of inferiority that had 
arisen from the antiblack 
rhetoric ubiquitous to my 
past. I felt less than my peers 
on the quad, in the classroom, 
and in the collegiate world. 
Indeed, I cowered away from 
school and into my apartment. 
So here I am, one semester 
removed from my academic 
hiatus, attending Parkland. 
I am here to rebuild myself 
and conquer my anxiety. I am 
here to learn. And I am here 
to be a person.”
older than 55 can get a 
$100 monthly subsidy per 
grandchild. They also have 
access to grants and could 
qualify for subsidies similar 
to those of foster parents 
(between $14.60 and $18.80 
per day). 
But access to the 
assistance, which is 
often housed in different 
agencies, can be tricky, if 
not impossible.
To help relatives navigate 
the complex web of services, 
some states have created 
kinship navigators.
Lynn Urvina, is one 
of about a dozen kinship 
navigators in Washington 
state. She said grandparents 
call her seeking information 
about support groups, 
obtaining guardianship and 
fi nancial help to pay bills. 
Every year, her case fi les 
grow.
“In our area, 
methamphetamines have 
had a huge impact,” said 
Urvina, who is raising, along 
with her husband, a 12-year-
old granddaughter.
Navigators in Washington 
serve 30 of 39 counties, with 
multiple counties overseen 
by one person. 
Some counties include 
rural communities where 
grandparents have little 
access to services, Urvina 
said.
“If all grandparents 
walked away and say, ‘we 
can’t do it,’ there would be 
no homes for these kids,” 
Urvina said.
To boost assistance to 
kinship families, Sens. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, and Ron 
Wyden, D-Ore., are working 
on a bipartisan bill that 
would reimburse states for 
a portion of money spent on 
such services as substance 
abuse prevention and 
kinship navigators.
As her grandson enters 
his teens, Aldridge, the 
Chicago grandmother, said 
she knows she’ll need more 
resources to clothe, feed and 
keep him out of trouble.
To help make ends meet, 
she stands in food lines, 
taking two buses to reach 
the food depository. But she 
won’t give up on Mario.
“He needs me,” Aldridge 
said.
___
EDITOR’S NOTE — 
Alejandra Cancino is 
studying health care and long-
term care issues as part of a 
10-month fellowship at the 
AP-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research, which 
joins NORC’s independent 
research and AP journalism. 
The fellowship is funded by 
The SCAN Foundation.
identical  to the one designed 
in California, complete  with 
the  same  technology, down to 
the Xbox 360 Kinect  motion 
sensor.
The sandbox was built 
on-campus by a consortium 
of Parkland institutions, 
namely natural sciences, 
campus technologies, and the 
physical plant.
“Several individuals within 
those departments were 
very, very excited about the 
possibility of having this 
technology here,” Angel 
said. “They donated their 
time because they were very 
interested in getting this 
going.”
The software for the 
sandbox still requires some 
fi ne-tuning, being prone 
to slightly miscalculating 
the height of the sand and 
the precise locations of the 
highest and lowest elevations 
on the sand terrain.
“Like any new software…
it goes through several 
generations of refi nement 
and improvement,” Angel 
said. “It will improve.”
Despite its kinks which 
should be worked out in the 
near future, the sandbox is 
functional and useful tool for 
geography students.
“We  are incredibly 
grateful for all the people 
that came together to make 
this a reality,” Angel said. 
“It’s going to improve the 
experience for students in a 
lot of different topics that we 
talk about.”
Editorial Policy and Lett er to the Editor
- All content is subject to review by the editorial staff .
- All submissions must follow the Parkland College code 
of conduct. All violations of said code will be turned over to 
Parkland College Administration and Public Safety.
- All content, once published, becomes property of Prospectus 
News.
- All submi ed content must be original work.
- All submissions must also include up to date contact 
information.
- View expressed are not necessarily that of Prospectus News 
or Parkland College.
- E-mail prospectus@parkland.edu, subject “Le er to the 
Editor.” 
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Friday immediately before the upcoming edition.
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FICTION: In 1986, Apple launched a 
clothing line. Unfortunately, the line, 
mostly crew neck sweaters with the Apple 
logo emblazoned across, didn’t pick up as 
much steam as their i-Products did.
Fact or Fiction Show current ID and receive $10 off  
application fee at Westgate Apartments
1600 W. Bradley Ave. Champaign, IL
Open M-F 9am - 5:30pm, Sat. 10am - 4pm
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ACROSS 
1,27 Wry, pithy, funny comic TV series, 
long running, viewer foolishly misses  
(5,7,6,6) 
9 On the radio woman›s one of 1 27 (5) 
10 Document proving 2›s right -  it is in 
Deleted folder? (5,4) 
11 A hint of thyme added to recipe in 
Spanish province for flavouring (8) 
12 Could be cottage hospital going for 
novice member of 1 27 (6) 
13 I married heartthrob, making a 
sudden decision (7) 
16 Article, one about current consisting 
chiefly of negatively charged particles 
(7) 
18 Spike Milligan, almost one of 1 27 (7) 
19 Germany overrides embargo in one 
country or another (7) 
20 Yob is questioned, somewhat in the 
soup (6) 
21 After revolutionary massage I am in 
high spirits (8) 
25 Agreed with the chaps sport 
ultimately gives satisfaction (9) 
26 One of 1 27 goin’ ashen (5) 
27 See 1
 
DOWN 
2 One has to admit English rock›s 
topping (5) 
3 Electronic equipment going over 50 
amps produces a measure of magnetic 
flux (5) 
4 Crude and unrefined muppet half-
heartedly takes part (9) 
5 M. Hulot’s creator sounds scruffy (4) 
6 Above telling too many fibs? (9) 
7 Seller of illegal liquor provides woman 
with booze around Tyneside (9) 
8 Lazy member of 1 27 (4) 
9 Note time can run out (7) 
14 So Phil has to eat up? (6,3) 
15 Not hurrying to offer wreath, for 
certain (9) 
16 Lacking interest in a way quote 
reflected (9) 
17 Two blokes or one from 1 27 (7) 
20 Knot tied, we›re told, with loved one 
(4) 
22 Onset of puberty leaves Jack 
relatively mature (5) 
23 Island group that›s beautiful to the 
French (5) 
24 College official is active in private 
office (4)
“Math explained so simply, it is simple to learn.”  – 
Parkland Math Student
Basic Math thru Pre-Calculus
Private Tutoring.  Arrange a place to meet.
(217) 384-5371  or  math@prairiescape.com
Looking forward to working with you.
Positions Available!
Make $14/hr postering, handing out coupons, or helping people board buses.
Positions open now.
For more information, visit suburbanexpress.com/jobs.
Apply Monday-Thursday 11 am - 3 pm at 714 S 6th Street, Champaign.
Homework coach 
for 6th grader
Need patient & energetic person to help our son 
get homework done. Send resume, cover letter, 2 
references to: Laura_schmitt@earthlink.net
Pay is $12/hour.
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SPORTS
Expectations soar as Cubs try 
to end championship drought 
Andrew Seligman 
AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — The 
last time the Chicago Cubs 
faced expectations this high, 
the Model T was hitting the 
market.
The Cubs look about as 
loaded as any team after a 
97-win season that catapulted 
them to the National League 
Championship Series and 
sparked hope among their 
long-suffering fans that a 
championship drought dating 
to 1908 just might be in its 
final stages.
Nothing that has happened 
since Dexter Fowler got 
called out on strikes to end 
Game 4 against the New York 
Mets has dimmed that.
All the Cubs did was add to 
a roster that already mixed 
solid veterans and one of the 
best young cores. They did 
it without sacrificing any of 
their prized prospects. And as 
an added bonus, they took two 
key players from NL Central 
rival St. Louis.
They signed star outfielder 
Jason Heyward and starter 
John Lackey away from 
the Cardinals while adding 
infielder Ben Zobrist and 
pitcher Adam Warren. Not 
a bad haul for a team that 
already boasted NL Cy Young 
Award winner Jake Arrieta 
and Rookie of the Year 
Kris Bryant, not to mention 
Manager of the Year Joe 
Maddon.
Here are some things 
to look for as pitchers and 
catchers report to camp in 
Mesa, Arizona, on Friday:
CONTRACT TALK: For 
all they accomplished in the 
offseason, one important item 
remains on the Cubs’ to-do 
list — a contract extension 
for president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein. 
The architect of the Cubs’ 
turnaround, he is entering 
the final season of the five-
year deal he signed when he 
left Boston following the 2011 
season.
Epstein has said that the 
players’ contracts were a 
higher priority than his. 
And chairman Tom Ricketts 
said at the team’s annual fan 
convention in January there 
is “no holdup, there’s no 
drama” and that “generally 
we’re on the same page.”
SWITCH TO CENTER: 
A three-time Gold Glove 
winner, Heyward just might 
be the best defensive right 
fielder in baseball. He just 
won’t be seeing as much time 
there.
The Cubs are counting on 
Heyward making a smooth 
switch to center to replace 
Fowler and help compensate 
for some of the shortcomings 
of Kyle Schwarber (16 homers 
in 69 games last season) in left 
and Jorge Soler in right. That 
will be a bit of an adjustment 
for someone who has made 
751 of his 781 starts in right.
ARRIETA’S ENCORE: 
The Cubs are banking on big 
things from Arrietta. It will 
be difficult to approach what 
he did last year.
The right-hander turns 30 
in March and is coming off 
a season in which he led the 
majors in wins with a 22-6 
record and 1.77 ERA. He 
went 11-0 with a 0.41 ERA 
in his final 12 starts and shut 
out Pittsburgh in the wild-
card game. But he tailed off 
against St. Louis and New 
York in the playoffs.
He also threw 229 innings 
during the regular season, 
which easily surpassed his 
previous high of 156 2-3 for 
Chicago in 2014.
CATCHER OR LEFT 
FIELDER?: One of the 
bigger long-term questions 
surrounding the Cubs is 
whether Schwarber will 
ultimately be a left fielder or 
catcher.
“As far as I’m concerned, 
he’s a catcher,” catching and 
strategy coach Mike Borzello 
said. “I’m not letting that go 
until Joe or Theo says he’s not 
catching.”
Bench coach Dave 
Martinez countered: “I am the 
outfield coach — and I want 
Schwarber in the outfield.”
Schwarber worked hard on 
his outfield defense over the 
winter after making 15 starts 
at catcher and 36 in left as a 
rookie. And his progress in left 
will be a more important story 
line this spring than whether 
he should be catching, with 
veterans Miguel Montero and 
David Ross behind the plate.
ARMED AND READY: 
With the addition of Lackey 
behind Arrietta and Lester, 
the back end of the rotation is 
looking deep. 
The Cubs hope Jason 
Hammel performs more 
like the pitcher who posted a 
2.89 ERA in his first 16 starts 
before being hampered the 
rest of the way by a knee 
injury. 
Assuming he does, that 
leaves Warren (3.29 ERA in 
43 appearances — 17 starts — 
for the New York Yankees last 
season) and Kyle Hendricks 
competing for the fifth spot, 
with Clayton Richard possibly 
in the mix.
Photo by Nam Y. Huh | AP Photo
In this Oct. 13, 2015, file photo, Chicago Cubs players celebrate after winning Game 4 in baseball’s National League Division 
Series, in Chicago. The Cubs look about as locked and loaded as any team after a 97-win season that catapulted them to 
the NLCS and sparked hope among their long-suffering fans that a championship drought dating to 1908 just might be in 
its final stages. 
ENTERTAINMENT
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Gett ing it together at Giertz
Coeur de Pirate:  Roses
Photos by Scott  Wells | The Prospectus 
Artists Ann Coddington and Jason Peot set up their show in the Giertz Gallery on Feb. 12, 
2016. The show, “Light and Form ,” runs from Feb. 15 through March 29.
